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AHV resident design expert 
Jenny Martin is sharing her 
secrets on how to create the 
ultimate backyard space. 
Lighting, furniture, fire 
features and even neighbours 
are part of this season’s plan 
for outdoor living.

by: Jenny Martin

BACKYARD DECOR

Victoria is the perfect place 
to have a pretty summer 
porch. Using Kate Thornley-
Hall’s Cayman at the Cottage 
Collection of coastal inspired 
fabrics and accessories, AHV 
will show you how to get this 
look for your home.

by: Tracey Drake

PERFECT PORCH

Traditional Paella is one of 
the most well known Spanish 
dishes.  Chef Dan is sharing 
his classic recipe for this 
summer favourite, using fresh 
local seafood, vibrant saffron 
and homemade fish stock!

by: Dan Hayes

SPANISH PAELLA

8EDITOR’S MESSAGE

22FEATURE HOME

56COLOUR YOUR WORLD

74ENTERTAIN WITH DOROTHY

14EDITOR’S PICKS

42THE WINE LIST

44INTERIOR BY: DESIGN

66CLOSE TO HOME TRAVEL

60GADGETS & OTHER GOOD STUFF

79DINE

64BORROWED TIME

80ARCHITECTURAL WONDERS

12RIGHT AT HOME

40HOME FASHION

58CELEBRITY AT HOME

76WEEKEND D.I.Y

18TRAVELLING EDITOR

52ART AT HOME

72CITY STYLE

6CONTRIBUTORS

contents

78LOCAL LOOKBOOK

4



PICTURE PERFECT  
              SUMMER PORCH

hile on a tropical adventure to the stunning Cayman 
Islands earlier this year (travel tale to follow in a 
later issue), I had the very good fortune to meet and 

spend time with 
interior designer 
and textile artist 
Kate Thornley-Hall. 
Canadian born Kate 
lives in Toronto, 
Ontario, but spent 
nearly two decades 
in London, England 
with her husband 
and children.

W
BY: TRACEY DRAKE
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Kate Thornley-Hall’s website is brimming with coastal inspiration and beautiful products for sale; almost everything can be customized 
for your home, and delivered right to your front porch. katethornleyhall.com

DESIGNER DÉCOR RIGHT TO YOUR DOOR

AH

Combining her Canadian roots, British 
influence and love for the Cayman Islands, 

the coastal fabrics and inspirational patterns 
of Kate Thornley-Hall’s Cayman at the 

Cottage Collection are effortlessly brilliant.

I don’t think there are too many things more 
quintessentially summer than a lovely front porch. 
With so many beautiful character homes right here 
in Victoria, this iconic curbside feature is part of the 
fabric of our community. If you are lucky enough to 
have one, show it off! Here’s how…

A porch is for sitting, relaxing and enjoying the view. 
Charming seating options include a porch swing, 
hammock or Adirondack style chairs.

If you love colour and unique decor ideas, create your 
own porch art with an oversized frame and a sheet of 
fabulous wallpaper, as we did with KTH’s Little Cayman 
Coral wallpaper and a basic white Ikea frame (left).

I love Kate’s fabric collection because it has such a 
luxurious touch without taking itself too seriously. Choose 
pillows, rugs, and throws with lively colours, interesting 
patterns, but are also soft to the touch.

Add a few carefully chosen low maintenance plants, a 
book basket, and perhaps a painted cedar chest that 
stores porch cushions and doubles as extra seating for 
when a neighbour drops by for afternoon tea.

RESTING PLACES

ADD A SPLASH OF PORCH WALL COLOUR
WITH FRAMED DESIGNER WALLPAPER!

UNEXPECTED ACCENTS

OPT FOR COMFORT

FINISHING TOUCHES
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